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corrections alone amounted to more than twice the sum
originally destined for the printing of the whole volume.
At last, however, in the month of April 1845, the preface
was written, and in the course of the summer the first
copies were issued.

Judged merely from the bibliographer's point of view,
The Geology of Russia in Europe and, the Ural Mountains
was a magnificent work. It extended to two massive
volumes, the conjoint labour of Murchison, Von Keyserling,
and De Yerneuil. The first volume was written by Murchi-
son from his own notes and those of his colleagues ; the
second, treating of fossils, was the work of De Yerneuil,
In the first volume, a resume" is given of what was known
of palaeozoic geology in Europe and America up to the date
of publication. The successive geological formations of the
great Russian plains are described, and then follows a de-
tailed account of the structure of the Ural chain. The last
chapters, among the most readable and generally interesting
of the whole, treat of the more recent deposits, the forma-
tion of the Aralo-Caspian basin, the gravels and drifts so
widely spread over the low grounds, the range of the
Scandinavian boulders, and the extent and origin of the
" black earth," and later alluvia. In short, the volume pre-
sented for the first time a clear outline of the geology of
more than half of the Continent, and crowned the work
which had been in progress ever since Murchison's earliest
observations of the transition rocks on the banks of the
"Wye, by combining on one broad canvas a picture of the
whole succession of the palaeozoic rocks of Europe.

Though the task of putting this geological material
together had been intrusted to Murchison, the honour oflains of Northernleft them all his documents. Among these                            c inasmuch as it wellony-
